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How Europeans think the nations?
Some answers from the perspective of Cultural history and Imagology

(Joep Leerssen, National Thought in Europe. A Cultural History.
2 ed. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 2008)

Summary
Nikolay Aretov

National Thought in Europe by Joep Leerssen critically analyzes the growth of nationalism
from its beginnings in medieval ethnic prejudice to the romantic era’s belief in a national
soul. A fertile pan-European exchange of ideas, often rooted in literature, led to a notion of
a nation’s cultural individuality that transformed the map of Europe. This revue presents
the monograph focusing on the possibilities to apply some of the ideas of the author on
Balkan and Bulgarian phenomena.
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